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1 . Describe your invention, stating the problem ^ed (if appfX»priate), and indicating the advantages of 
using the Invention. 

Have you ever bookmarked a web page, only to go back to it a tew mOTths later and find it was no longer 
available because the site moved. Not only did you bse the page and can't find out where it was 
forwarded to, but chances are you may have ateb tost other valuable links that were on that page as well. 
For example, i bookmark the JAVAJEMS page and from that page I can click on many other sites related 
to JAVA that I donTt need to bookmark . If the JAVAJEMS page ever went away I would have to find all 
these other Cnks that i frequent 

Solution: 

Since web publishers frequently leave a temporary fonwardlng page to refer users to the rvew location of a 
page, one point of the invention Is to automatrcally detect these fonvarding pages and update the 
bookmark to point to the new page. This wouk) be accomplished through a automated \^klatk>n scan 
that odours periodicany. 

A serond point of the invention is to handle pages that go away without leaving a fonwarding page. In this 
case, a temporary page would be burtt that contains a list of all the links that were previously found on the 
bookmarked page, thus, even when an index page such as JAVAJEMS goes away without warning, the 
user still has some type of index to alt the valuable references that were on the page. 

Invention Details: 

Both of these inventfons are supported through me gathering of links found on bookmariied pages and 
associating them with the bookmark. These links are collected during the periodto vwf ication scan. The 
scan is performed such that if the bookmark page Is found, then its 'associated links' Bst is refreshed to 
contain all the Imbedded Onte currently found on the page. If the scan finds that a bookmark Is stale (i.e. 
invalkf), ften one of two actions are performed. If there is only one link associated with the bookmark, 
then it Js assumed that this link was a forwarding fink to the new location of tiie page and the bookmark Is 
automatically updated to pomt to the new link If there were multiple links associated with tiie bookmari^, 
then a temporary page is constructed on the users hx^al system that contains references to those links. 
The bookmartc will be upc^ed to point to the temporary local page. Thus the next time the user selects 
the bookmaric, he wfll see the temporary page reference to its imbedded Iffiks. 

Users could configurB the r^umber of imbedded links to collect and the scan frequency (even on a per 
bootohark basis), A verification log wchjW detail the bookmark update activity so users could see what 
bookmarks were updated and why. 

The browser could also give the user the capability to display ail hidden links associated with a bookmarie 



2. How does fte hventron solve the problem or achieve an advantage,(a description of "the invention^, 
including figures Inline as appropriate)? 

This tnventiOT solves the probiem of bookmarks going out of date before the user a chance to update 
them manually. By having an automatic vertficatfon scan, the user can be comfortable knowing hJs 
hookmarits and the valuable InfOTnation they point to wiH not become lost. 
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3. H the same advantage or pfToblem been identified by others (»nside/outs«e IBM), how have those 
others solved it and does your solution differ and why Is it better? 

4, If the mvenfion is Imifriemented in a product or prototype, include technical details, purpose, disclosure 
details to others and the date of that In^tementation. 

^Critical Questions ( Questions 1-7 must be answered) 
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